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Academic Honors Convocation salutes 
2,200 scholars; present President�s Awards 
 Slippery Rock University�s Annual Academic Honors Convocation April 1 will recognize 
more than 2,200 scholars for their academic e�orts and present a number of faculty and sta� 
awards, including the President�s Award for Excellence in Teaching to Stacey Steele, assistant 
professor of music.
 �e 2 p.m. Morrow Field House convocation will honor SRU�s Presidential Scholars, 
scholarship recipients, Honors Program participants, students named to the dean�s list for 
the 2006 spring and fall semesters, and those who have earned scholar-athlete honors. 
 Emily A. Burch�eld, an elementary education and special education major from Altoona, 
was selected as senior speaker based on her outstanding academic work, campus and 
community involvement and leadership.
 In addition to Steele, faculty and sta� honors will also go to:
 � David Dixon, professor of history, selected to receive the President�s Award for 
Scholarly and Creative Achievement for his book �Never Come to Peace Again: Pontiac�s 
Uprising and the Fate of the British Empire in North America,� which details the local 
region�s in�uence in fomenting the American Revolution, and 
 � W. Christopher Cole, director of the University Union and the Center for Student 
Involvement and Leadership, recipient of the President�s Award for Outstanding Service, 
in recognition of his outstanding mentorship and ability in helping students grow in 
responsibility and leadership skills.

Steele Burch�eldDixon Cole Elder

MarketSphere executive touts Pennsylvania
as great place to do business 	
 Enzo Santilli, managing director of MarketSphere Consulting�s Pittsburgh o�ce, will 
bring the message that western Pennsylvania is a great place to do business when he presents 
as part of Slippery Rock University School of Business� �Success Starts Here� series Tuesday.
 �e free lecture is in the Advanced Technology and Science Hall 
auditorium at 12:30 p.m.
 �e four-part �Success Starts Here� series is designed to show students 
and the regional community, particularly those considering opening 
businesses, the opportunities and bene�ts of western Pennsylvania.
 Santilli said his �rm�s success depends in large measure on having a 
local presence that gives it a competitive edge over bigger, national �rms.
 �A lot of major business consulting �rms don�t have a dedicated 
presence in cities like Pittsburgh anymore. But companies around here are looking to hire 
a �rm with a national pedigree and people who live and work here. Our clients come to us 

MarketSphere Consulting

Enzo Santilli is hometown proud. A
Western Pennsylvania native, the
managing director of MarketSphere

Consulting’s Pittsburgh office says that
company’s local presence gives it a com-
petitive edge that some bigger firms
can’t match.

“A lot of the major business consult-
ing firms don’t have a dedicated pres-
ence in cities like Pittsburgh anymore,”
Santilli said. “But companies around
here are looking to hire a firm with a na-
tional pedigree and people who live and
work here. Our clients come to us be-
cause we can offer the expertise of a na-
tional firm and a local responsiveness to
their needs.”

As one of a half-dozen MarketSphere
locations around the country, the Pitts-
burgh office has seen plenty of response
since opening in July 2002.

“Technically, we didn’t have any
clients when we opened,” said Santilli,
who worked for Arthur Andersen for 10
years. “But from the first day we were
working with Alcoa.”

Starting with a Fortune 500 company
isn’t a bad start for any company, a move
that Santilli admits was part of the big
plan.

“Lots of startups begin with mom-and-
pop shops,” he said. “We took the oppo-
site approach. We went to the top. From
there, we leveraged relationships with
other companies as we brought more
people aboard. Today, we have some-
where between 25 to 30 clients.”

Those clients are impressive, including
notables such as H.J. Heinz, American Ea-
gle Outfitters, Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity, Fisher Scientific, PNC Financial Ser-
vices Group and Vocollect. Location is
one reason they turn to MarketSphere.

“From the client’s standpoint, it’s an
issue of economics versus quality,” San-
tilli said. “Our overhead is much lower

than a national firm’s. So our rate struc-
ture is lower, too. And in the consulting
business, companies bill for travel time,
which can add up to 25 to 30 percent to
the costs. Since most of our clients are
within easy driving distance, our prices
are 40 to 50 percent lower” than an out-
of-town firm’s.

Still, affordability is only half the an-
swer for the company’s impressive
growth.

“Our business relationships are on the
line every day,” Santilli said. “Our
growth strategy is to have a dedicated
presence here, to have some skin in the
game, and offer solutions and skills on a
level with the national companies. The
model has worked so far.”

As for the future, Santilli see opportu-

nities for even more growth. Despite the
perception that the region is losing high-
profile businesses to other cities, he ar-
gues that Pittsburgh still has plenty of
potential.

“We mainly work with companies that
have revenues in the $50 million to $100
million range,” he said. “Those are the
ones that have enough size and com-
plexity to need our services. Our growth
has been like an avalanche. As it con-
tinues to move forward, it’s going to get
exponentially bigger. We really have the
best of both worlds. We can make a
meaningful impact in our clients’ busi-
nesses and do it right here in our own
backyard.”

— BY JOHN ALTDORFER

Always the most crowded industry category, Pro-

fessional Service/Consulting doesn’t disappoint

this year, with 33 companies. Leader MarketSphere

Consulting is one of 17 Pittsburgh 100 first-timers

among this category. Also debuting on this list are:

Celtic Healthcare, Acusis, Select International,

Oxford Solutions, Right at Home Staffing, Blue

Hammock, Continuous Learning Group,

Plan4Demand Solutions, ChemADVISOR, Testa

Consulting Services, L.  Robert Kimball & Asso-

ciates, Corazon, Diskriter, Partners Alliance,

DataBanque and Development Dimensions In-

ternational. In this category, the most established

veterans to the list are: Consulting Professional

Resources; Herbert, Rowland & Grubic; Kirk-

patrick & Lockhart Nicholson Graham and

Stoltenberg Consulting. Each of these companies

has appeared on five Pittsburgh 100s. Close behind

are Carol Harris Staffing, Five Star Development

and Managed Care of America, each of which

made the list four times. Three-timers were Human

Motion Institute and Litigation Solutions. Making

the Pittsburgh 100 twice each were: The Callos

Cos., Quantapoint, The Paper Exchange, hartz

consulting group, Stetson Convention Services,

AEC Group and A.C. Coy.

— by Ethan Lott

1 MarketSphere Consulting

2 The Callos Cos.

3 Celtic Healthcare Inc.

4 Acusis

5 Select International Inc.

6 Oxford Solutions Inc.

7 Quantapoint Inc.

8 Right at Home Staffing

9 Blue Hammock Inc.

10 Continuous Learning Group

11 Plan4Demand Solutions Inc.

12 Consulting Professional
Resources Inc.

13 The Paper Exchange Inc.

14 ChemADVISOR Inc.

15 hartz consulting group llc

16 Herbert, Rowland & Grubic Inc.

17 Human Motion Institute

18 Stetson Convention Services Inc.

19 AEC Group Inc.

20 Litigation Solutions Inc.

21 A.C.Coy Co.

22 Carol Harris Staffing LLC

23 Kirkpatrick & Lockhart Nicholson
Graham LLP

24 Five Star Development Inc.

25 Stoltenberg Consulting Inc.

26 Testa Consulting Services Inc. 

27 L. Robert Kimball & Associates

28 Corazon Inc. 

29 Diskriter Inc. 

30 Partners Alliance Inc.

31 DataBanque

32 Development Dimensions
International Inc.

33 Managed Care of America

Professional
Service/Consulting

JOE WOJCIK

Despite being small, with just 21 employees, MarketSphere Consulting’s first client
was Alcoa. MarketSphere managing director Enzo Santilli said large clients 
appreciate the nimble abilities and cost-effectiveness of his small firm.

LOOKING BACK

Today, March 23
Meet the Director: Robert Best 

AVI Foodservice team, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30p.m.
Pennsylvania Room, North Hall

Kayak Roll Clinic
7-9 p.m., Aebersold Student Recreation Center

Saturday, March 24
Freshman Orientation, 8 a.m.

Adult CPR Certi�cation
Aebersold Student Recreation Center

SRU women�s water polo vs. Mercyhurst, 4 p.m.

SRU women�s water polo hosts 
University of Michigan, 7 p.m.

Sunday, March 25
SRU women�s water polo hosts 

Indiana University, 9 a.m.

Prism Scholarship Bene�t Concert
4 p.m., Miller Auditorium

U.S. Army Woodwind Quintet
7:30 p.m., Swope Recital Hall

Monday, March 26
School of Business Week Opens

Imam Shaker ElSayed lectures
6 p.m., Advanced Science Technology Hall

Marine Band Euphonium and Tuba Quartet
7:30 p.m., Swope Recital Hall

Traces, female quintet performs
8 p.m., University Union

Tuesday, March 27
SGA Elections (continues Wednesday)

Communication Week Opens

SRU baseball hosts Shepherd, 1 p.m.

SRU softball hosts Ursuline, 3:30 p.m.

SRU women�s Lacrosse hosts East Stroudsburg 
4 p.m.

Wedding Showcase: 4 p.m., University Union

Thursday, March 29
SRU Symposium for Research and Scholarship

James L. Micsky, Jr., lectures  
12:30 p.m., University Union (Continues Friday)

Feminist Free Speech Day, Bailey Library Quad

Communication Week Speaker: Tim DeBacco
12:30 p.m., Eisenberg Classroom Building



announcements

sports round-up

Applications for Overseas Teaching-Summer and Spring 
Break Seminars for 2008 are available. SRU faculty are eligible 
to lead student groups connected to an SRU course to a variety 
of international destinations. Program details and application 
materials are available from the International Services Of�ce, 114 
Carruth Rizza Hall, Ext. 2057 and on the International Services Web 
site at:  http://www.sru.edu/pages/13882.asp.  The application 
deadline is April 20. 

Because of the recently approved increase in postal rates 
(from 39-cents to 41-cents per �rst-class envelope, as well as rate 
increase in nearly all other mailings), Sharon Isacco, manager of 
printing services, requests anyone planning a mailing contact her 
at Ext. 2202 early in the design of any University item planned 
for mailing. The new rates take effect May 14 and affect nearly all 
mail, especially �at-rate mail -- brochures, postcards, newsletters, 
�iers, etc. By planning ahead, the best possible postage rates can 
be attained, Isacco said. In related Mail Room items: All outgoing 
mail should be kept separate from on-campus mail set for pick up 
in campus of�ces. Faculty, staff and of�ces relocating are asked to 
notify the Mail Room to avoid delivery delays.

The campus community is invited to a retirement reception for 
Leona Porter, forms layout specialist II in Printing Services, from 
2-4 p.m. today in the Lillian Yartz Fireplace Lounge of North Hall. 
Porter retires March 30 after 30 years service

James L. Micsky, Jr., executive director of the United Way of Mercer 
County, will be the plenary speaker for the 2007 Slippery Rock 
University Symposium for Research and Scholarship opening 
at 12:30 p.m. March 29.  The two-day symposium, March 29-30, will 
be in the University Union and offers posters and presentations 
detailing research work by SRU students and faculty. Micsky 
has led the Mercer United Way since 1998. He has strengthened 
the internal pledge-reporting process, introduced the program 
outcome-based funding method and expanded the member 
agency af�liations to 23, representing 39 human service programs. 
Under his leadership the Success by Six Initiative Summer Program 
for Pre-kindergarten Children was formed. 

The SGA Bookstore reminds faculty that textbook order forms 
for fall semester should be returned by Monday. Those ordering 
a package should list the package ISBN number and all required 
components. Orders may be completed electronically at www.
srubookstore.com. (Under �Store Links,� select �Faculty.� A 
conformation will be e-mailed within three days.) Those with 
questions should call Ext. 2742.

The SGA Bookstore�s annual spring Graduation Celebration 
is April 10 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.   Campus departments and 
organizations needing to relay information to graduates are 
invited to join in. Those interested in staf�ng an information 
table at the event are asked to contact Robert Walker, bookstore 
manager, before March 30.

Recording artist Kenny Endo presents the powerful and 
propulsive sounds of Japanese Taiko drumming when his 
drum ensemble performs in SRU�s Advanced Technology and 
Science Hall auditorium at 6:30 p.m. March 29. The concert is 
free and open to the public. Taiko (Japanese for fat drum) blends 
traditional Japanese sounds with rhythms from Africa, Brazil 
and Latin American to create resonant syncopations. Endo, of 
Honolulu is a veteran percussionist and composer with several 
recordings and �lm/television appearances to his credit. He has 
released three CDs, �Eternal Energy,� �Hibiki� and �Jugoya,� and 
performed across the U.S. and in Germany and Belgium. The SRU 
International Arts and Cultures Series, the College of Humanities, 
Fine and Performing Arts and the International Services Of�ce are 
sponsoring his appearance.

Faculty, staff invited to present 
Jump Start program workshops 
 SRU�s O�ce of Intercultural programs is asking faculty 
and sta� to assist with its fourth annual Jump Start Program 
by presenting workshops. �e Aug. 21-24 event o�ers students 
opportunities to prepare for the academic and social challenges 
of college life.
 �e program helps students develop relationships with 
faculty and sta� and provides a means for building positive 
support groups among their peers. Students will also engage in 
activities that will assist with their holistic development.  
�e overall program helps in student acclimation and retention.
Faculty and sta� are urged to present workshops pertaining 
to the �Building Bridges in OUR Community� theme. �e 
workshops take place during two, 75-minute concurrent blocks 
from 1:15 � 4 p.m. Aug. 23.
 A workshop registration form, including areas essential for 
student success, is available at: www.sru.edu/pages/13870.asp. 
Registration is requested by April 13. 
 Questions may be directed to Robert Clay, assistant director 
of the O�ce of Intercultural Programs, via e-mail or by calling 
Ext. 2653. 

	 Jennifer Hansen (pole vault) and Andi Rose (100m hurdles)  
attained provisional qualifying standards for the NCAA Division II 
outdoor track and �eld national championships to headline Rock 
sports action during the spring break.
	 In men�s outdoor track and �eld action, Nate Hardic claimed a 
pair of �rst-place �nishes in the javelin throw during spring break 
and joined Hansen and Rose as provisional quali�ers for the national 
championships. 	
	 John Papa�s men�s and women�s teams will compete in the Raleigh 
(N.C.) Relays this weekend.
	 Updates on other Rock spring sports include:
�  The women�s tennis team won all four of its matches in Hilton Head 
Island, S.C., to improve its season record to 12-3. Matt Meredith�s squad 
is ranked 30th nationally among NCAA Division II schools. The squad�s 
next match is Tuesday at California University of Pennsylvania.
� The baseball team won seven and lost four on its annual spring-break 
trip to Fort Myers, Fla., and now owns an 11-4 record. Jeff Messer�s 
squad is ranked 30th in the Collegiate Baseball Newspaper�s Division 
II national poll and fourth in the National Collegiate Baseball Writers 
Association�s North Atlantic Regional poll. Inclement weather forced the 
postponement of last Tuesday�s doubleheader vs. Mans�eld. The next 
scheduled game is Tuesday vs. Shepherd at Jack Critch�eld Park.
� The softball team had a 2-6 record in action at the Rebel Games in 
Kissimmee, Fla. Vashion Johnson�s team now owns a 6-6 record this 
spring. The Rock plays three road doubleheaders in as many days this 
weekend, starting with a twinbill at Bowie State today, followed by 
games with Howard University Saturday and Shepherd Sunday.
� The women�s water polo team has a 3-8 record after losing two of 
three games in the Wolverine Invitational at the University of Michigan. 
Jim Yeamans� squad will host Mercyhurst, Michigan and Indiana 
(Bloomington) this weekend in the Morrow Field House pool.
� Stacey Hart�s women�s lacrosse team had its �rst two games of the 
season postponed due to inclement weather and was scheduled 
to open its season with a Wednesday afternoon home match vs. 
Bloomsburg. If that game was played, it would have been the �rst 
intercollegiate varsity game played by a Rock team since 1991. The 
Rock will play Saturday at Shippensburg.

 




