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Stephen Hawk plays trumpet on Grammy-winning CD

AACSB accepts accreditation plan,
Business faculty begin next steps
 �e initial accreditation committee of the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of 
Business has accepted Slippery Rock University�s School of Business Accreditation Plan and 
faculty are now proceeding with steps to complete the full accreditation process. 
 �e University�s �rst annual report is due in October and will include updates on 
curricular activities, assurance of learning and faculty scholarship. �To obtain AACSB 
accreditation will be a tremendous accomplishment for our school,� said David Culp, chair 
of the school. ��ere are only 540 institution worldwide accredited by AACSB. Only 44 of 
these are wholly undergraduate programs. I know our faculty and sta� will work diligently to 
implement and improve the plan as we move forward. �e recognition this accreditation will 
bring our program will bene�t students as they apply for jobs following accreditation.�
 Culp said School of Business faculty would meet monthly to review progress reports 

SRU professor helps five teachers 
earn National Board Certification
 As every SRU education major will tell you, personal attention results in successful 
learning. Claudia Balach, assistant professor of elementary education and early childhood, 
put that edict into practice to help �ve Sharon City School District teachers earn the 
prestigious National Board Certi�cation Teacher designation.
 Balach, director of SRU�s Center for Accomplished Teaching and herself a National 
Board Certi�ed Teacher, said the designation is similar to that bestowed on certi�ed public 
accountants or a board certi�ed chiropractors. 
 ��e National Board for Professional Teaching Standards and Professional Development 
School Network is dedicated to certifying highly quali�ed teachers. Its main focus is on 
student learning. �e organization believes the best way to positively impact student 
learning is by providing the highest quality of teachers. Our program helps teachers reach 
that certi�cation level,� Balach said.

SRU Jazz Ensemble blows into Chicago
for prestigious collegiate jazz festival
 �e Slippery Rock University 
Jazz Ensemble I, directed by 
Stephen Hawk, associate professor 
of music, is o� to Chicago Feb. 
23 to perform at the 48th annual 
University of Notre Dame 
Collegiate Jazz Festival, the oldest 
such jazz festival in the U.S.
 �e ensemble, selected by audition, last performed at the festival in 1999 and received 
nine �Outstanding Soloist Awards.�
 As part of the Feb. 23-25 trip, the ensemble will perform and be critiqued by a panel 
of jazz judges, including Jon Faddis, trumpet, Carl Allen, drums, Donald Brown, piano, 

(See Certi�cation page 4)

Today, Feb. 16
Vagina Monologues

7 p.m., Advanced Technology and Science Hall
(Also 7 p.m., Saturday 

Regional Learning Alliance, Cranberry)

SGA move series: The Holiday
7 p.m., McKay Education Building

Mardi Gras Celebration
9 p.m., Carruth Rizza Hall

Saturday, Feb. 17
Outdoor Adventures: Ray�s Indoor Mt. Bike Park

9 a.m., University Union

SRU women�s basketball hosts Shippensburg
1 p.m.

SRU men�s basketball hosts Shippensburg 
3 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 18
SRU women�s tennis hosts Walsh, 1 p.m.

Monday, Feb. 19
Martha Gault Art Gallery

Duke Miecznikowski exhibition opens
Reception 6 � 8 p.m.

(Exhibit continues through March 21)

First Aid Certi�cation
Aebersold Student Recreation Center

7 p.m. (Call for fees)

Tuesday, Feb. 20
Professional Development Day

No day or evening classes

Computer Science Competition Program
8 a.m., Advanced Technology and Science Hall

World Language Competition
(Lower Campus) 8:30 a.m.

Black History Month:  
State of America

1 p.m., Russell Wright Alumni House

Black History Month:
Movie: The Best Man

7 p.m., University Union

Wednesday, Feb. 21
Note: Aebersold Student Recreation Center

Climbing Wall closed today, Thursday, Friday

SRU women�s basketball hosts California, 6 p.m.

Men�s basketball hosts California, 8 p.m.



announcements

sports round-up

�Topic Tuesday� discussion series 
offers women helpful advice	
 Women interested in understanding how technology aids 
stalkers or how to enjoy a safe spring break, should check 
out �Topic Tuesdays� a new initiative from Slippery Rock 
University�s Bridge Project. 
 SRU launched the Bridge Project in partnership with the 
Butler County Victim Outreach Intervention Center in 2002. 
Since its inception, the project, which works to minimize violence 
against women, has provided nearly 200 education programs, 
six campuswide events and training for student health services, 
University and borough police, and judicial programs sta�. 
 �e University received a $228,952 grant from the U.S. 
Department of Justice to add group discussions and a freshman 
orientation component to the project this year. �e latest series 
of lectures was the result of student and faculty surveys that 
identi�ed topics of major concern.
 Michelle Garcia from the National Center for Victims of 
Crime will discuss how technology, including the use of popular 
Internet sites Facebook and MySpace, is being used by stalkers 
Feb. 27.�e lecture is co-sponsored by the SRU Women�s Center.
 A discussion group will meet March 6 to share information 
on �Safe Spring Break,� including examination of sexual assault/
rape, use of alcohol, safety precautions necessary, how to help a 
friend who�s been victimized and what to do if victimized.    
  May 1, the topic is will be �Relationship 411, College 
Dating.� Jessie Barbati, campus advocate from VOICe, and 
Karla Fonner, project coordinator, will discuss healthy vs. 
unhealthy relationships, ways to ��ght fair,� how to help a 
friend and where to go when involved in an abusive relationship. 
 �e free programs are at 7 p.m. Tuesdays in Strain Behavioral 
Science Building. For further details contact the Bridge Project 
at Ext. 2121.  

SRU�s Amnesty International
puts spotlight on Darfur
 �e Slippery Rock University chapter of Amnesty International 
will put the spotlight on Darfur the week of Feb. 28 with its �Stop 
Genocide: �e Crisis in Darfur� series of programs.
 A faculty/sta� panel will discuss the situation at 7 p.m.  
Feb. 28 in the Advanced Technology and Science Hall. Heather 
Frederick, assistant professor of political science, will moderate. 
 �e week includes a multi-university summit March 3, 
with a keynote address by Phil Wilhelm. Wilhelm works in 
Washington, D.C., with an organization focused on genocide 
and just returned from several months in the region. �e 
program is designed to foster discussion among participants.
 A panel discussion featuring representatives from 16 regional 
colleges and universities is being planned.

Jenny Kirsch was named the Pennsylvania State Athletic 
Conference indoor track and �eld �Female Field Athlete of the 
Week� after winning the long jump and �nishing second in the 
triple jump events in last Saturday�s SRU 
Invitational. Kirsch�s blue-ribbon effort was 
one of 11 recorded by Rock women. Rock 
male student-athletes claimed eight �rst-place 
�nishes. The Rock athletic department will host 
a �Youth Sports Day� event Saturday as part of 
the basketball doubleheader vs. Shippensburg. 
The event will start at approximately 1 p.m., 
coinciding with the scheduled tip off of the women�s game. The 
men�s game starts at 3 p.m. Youth 14 years of age and under 
will be admitted free and receive coupons for free hot dogs and 
beverages. A Women�s Alumni Game is scheduled at 10 a.m. with 
a Men�s Alumni Game set for 5:30 p.m. The women�s basketball 
team dropped a 94-65 decision at IUP to fall to 9-14 overall, 3-6 
in PSAC-Western Division action. The men�s team lost a 47-44 
decision at IUP and now has a 5-19 overall record and a 2-7 
PSAC-West mar. The women�s water polo team recorded a 10-5 
exhibition-game win over Mercyhurst. For the latest scores and 
news, call The Rock Sports Hotline at Ext. 2962 or go to www.
rockathletics.com.

Professional Development Day will be observed Tuesday.  
There are no classes that day. Workshops and program sessions 
dealing with technology, writing, diversity, educational initiatives 
and social equity grants, among other topics will be included.  
A complete agenda is available at: http://academics.sru.edu/
grants-irb/Professionaldevelopmentdayinfo/PDD%20Agenda%20
Spring%202007.doc. For addition details call Ext. 2045.

Faculty are asked to inform students that applications for The 
Harrisburg Internship Semester are being accepted through 
Wednesday. The semester-long program, offered in Harrisburg, 
allows students to attend a policy seminar, write a policy paper 
and perform an internship while earning 15 credits. Interns 
are selected from a variety of majors and need not be political 
science students. Applicants must have completed at least 45 
credits before starting the internship and carry an overall grade-
point average of 3.0, or higher. Applicants must submit a resume 
and  writing sample. Successful applicants will work in a state 
government agency, department, or in some capacity with the 
legislature, depending on the applicant�s interests. Additional 
information is available from Sharon Sykora, associate professor  
of political science and THIS coordinator, at Ext. 2431.

SRU�s Commonwealth Association of Students and the department 
of English will offer a free screening of Al Gore�s “An Inconvenient 
Truth” at 7 p.m. Feb. 27 in the Advanced Technology and Science 
Hall Auditorium. Julie Snow, assistant professor of geography, 
geology and the environment, will introduce the �lm. Snow earned 
her doctorate in atmospheric chemistry and is an expert in the 
study of the earth�s atmosphere. For details about the �lm visit: 
http://www.climatecrisis.net/trailer/. 

Nominations for the “Rising Star” awards presented to students 
who have exempli�ed student leadership development during 
the 2006-07 academic year are being accepted through March 9. 
Those selected receive a certi�cate of achievement and have a star 
named after them in the International Star Registry. The awards 
are sponsored by Dining Services and the SRU Alumni Association. 
Recipients will be announced at a dessert reception at 4 p.m. May 
1 in the University Union. Nomination forms may be downloaded 
from: www.sruy.edu/pages/10200.asp.

Celebrated dancer Yu Wei, a native of Beijing, China, will present 
a free lecture/demonstration at 10 a.m. today in the Pearl K. 
Stoner Instructional Complex, West Gym, open to the campus and 
community, and a 2 p.m. master class for experienced dancers  
(and observers) in the gym. Wei will perform at 8 p.m. at Butler 
County Community College�s Succop Theater. 




