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Sam R. Thangiah, computer science, and computer science undergraduate students Kevin 
Sobczak of Wampum and Alex Kline of Pittsburgh presented two papers titled “Heuristics  
for routing school buses in rural districts” and “The pickup and delivery problem with time 
windows using geometric clustering and genetic algorithms” at the International Conference 
of the Institute for Operations Research and Management Science in Puerto Rico. The 
presentations were based on undergraduate research the students have conducted in the 
computer science department.

Michael Cleary, health and safety, had his article “A Bipolar Patient and her Neuropsychological 
Signature” published in the journal Clinical Case Studies. The article was co-authored with 
Albert Scott, a licensed psychologist from Hermitage.

Robert Buck, mathematics, presented “Mathematics Minors for Elementary Education  
Majors: Follow-up Report” at the annual meeting of the Mathematical Association of America  
in San Jose.

SRU explores 
doctor of education 
collaborative
	 Slippery Rock University is exploring 
the possibility of establishing a collabora
tive program with Youngstown State 
University to bring YSU’s doctor of 
educational leadership program to 
western Pennsylvania. The Beaver Valley 
Intermediate Unit is also interested in 
establishing the collaborative program.
	 A meeting for prospective students 
will be at 5 p.m. Tuesday at the Regional 
Learning Alliance.
	 “It’s a fantastic idea that will help 
our graduates gain additional skills and 
knowledge about educational leader-
ship and how schools interact in today’s 
communities,” said Jay Hertzog, SRU dean 
of the College of Education. “We’ve identi-
fied a need and hope to make it a reality.”
	 Students would be able to earn a 
doctorate through a combination of online 
study and traditional classroom activities 
offered at the Regional Learning Alliance, 
which SRU administers.  The institutions 
hope to launch the collaborative in fall 2008.
	 Educational leadership focuses on 
enhancing competencies in the areas 
of scholarship, instruction, manage-
ment, external relationships and personal 
development, Hertzog said. The program 
targets educators with K-12 principal- 
ship certification. 
	 “The program will increase the 
preparation level of administrators and 
give our current students, even those in 
undergraduate majors, another goal to 
shoot for,” Hertzog said.
	 YSU professors would initially teach the 
doctoral-level classes with SRU professors 
getting involved in subsequent years, 
Hertzog said. Graduates of the program 
would receive their doctorate from YSU.

The SRU Alumni Association’s annual Veteran’s Day Observance was held under solemn, gray 
skies last Friday outside the Russell Wright Alumni House. A cadre of SRU Army ROTC cadets 
raised the flags, while the SRU Chamber Singers sang “The Star Spangled Banner.” Dick Manning, 
a 1975 graduate and association president, added Michael Klimenko, a 1940 graduate, to the  
Fallen Comrades Alumni Memorial plaque which hangs in the alumni house. Klimenko, who 
joined the Canadian Air Force after graduation, was killed in a World War II training mission.  
A memorial wreath honoring all who have served was placed at the Veterans Memorial by 
Charles Shultz, a 1954 graduate, and Zane Meixner, a 1949 graduate. Both are members of the 
alumni board of directors. President Robert Smith provided the welcome and Lt. Col. William  
Bialozor, chair of the University’s ROTC program, provided the memorial address.  
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