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SRU rates high on national student survey
 Results from the 2006 National Survey of Student Engagement show SRU students 
consistently rate their college experience higher than do students attending peer institutions.
 NSSE, launched in 1999 with a grant from the Pew Charitable Trusts, involves surveying 
randomly chosen �rst-year students and seniors. Students are asked a series of questions 
about their level of involvement in certain activities that show a high correlation to �ve 
learning benchmarks, including student-faculty interaction and academic challenge.
 ��ese survey data prove that �It�s a great time to be at Slippery Rock� is more than just a 
tagline. We�ve made an incredible commitment to improving each student�s curricular and 
co-curricular learning experience and the physical learning environment. �ese data show 
that students �nd those changes to be very positive,� said President Smith.
 �e �ve benchmark categories surveyed include: level of academic challenge; active and 
collaborative learning; student-faculty interaction; enriching educational experiences; and 
supportive campus environment.

 SRU made further progress in the clean energy 
�eld this week when it activated a solar and wind 
turbine system to generate electricity for its Robert A. 
Macoskey Center for Sustainable Systems Education 
and Research.
 �e use of these types of energy technologies 
o�ers a smart way to reduce emissions of air 
pollutants and greenhouse gases associated with 
global warming, �omas Reynolds, Macoskey Center 
director, said. SRU received a $27,000 grant from 
the Pennsylvania Energy Department Development 
Authority for the project which went into operation 
Monday.
 �By identifying, designing and implementing 
clean energy policy and technology solutions, 
we are delivering important environmental and 
economic bene�ts,� he said. ��e new system also 
provides additional opportunities for students and 
the community at large to observe clean energy 
technology and study ways to move toward local 
energy independence.�
 �e wind turbine was erected atop of a ridge 
about 100 yards south of the center�s Harmony 
House and is visible from the SRU main campus. 
Solar panels closer to the building have been in place 
and were activated Monday.
 Wind turbines use spinning blades to power a 
generator that makes electricity without emissions. 
�e solar system will use photovoltaic panels to 
convert the sun�s rays into utility-grade current. Both 
systems will record and display real-time energy 
data on a Web site being created speci�cally for the 
center�s systems, Reynolds said. 

SRU goes green with solar, wind energy system

Saturday, Jan. 20
Transitional Student Development Series

1 p.m., University Union

Anna Sokolow Archive Company
Free dance performance
8 p.m., Miller Auditorium

SRU indoor track and �eld hosts meet

Monday, Jan. 21
Martha Gault Art Gallery

Carolina Loyola-Garcia display
6 � 8 p.m. artists reception

Exhibit continues through Feb. 15

Tuesday, Jan. 23
Course withdrawal period begins

Wednesday, Jan. 24
SRU women�s basketball hosts IUP, 6 p.m.

SRU men�s basketball hosts IUP, 8 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 25
SGA Senate Meeting

12:30 p.m., University Union

University Forum, 12:30 p.m. North Hall

Friday, Jan. 26
AFSCME Local 819 rati�cation vote
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., University Union

Monday, Jan. 29
Last day for grade option

Last day to add with professor�s approval

Thursday, Feb. 1
Sophomore Certi�cate Series

6 p.m., University Union

SRU Dance Department 
Winter Concert

8 p.m., Miller Auditorium
Tickets: $3 students; $5 general public

(also 8 p.m.,  Friday and Saturday)

Vagina Monologues
7 p.m. 

Advanced Technology and Science Hall
(also 7 p.m. Friday in ATSH; 
and 7 p.m. Saturday at the 

Regional Learning Alliance, Cranberry)

Friday, Feb. 2
Ground Hog Day



announcements

An e-mail version of rockpride

called �E-rockpride� is sent electronically

to all faculty and staff at

mid-morning each Wednesday.

If you are not routinely receiving

this e-mail, call Ext. 2199. 

sports round-up

Amy McCamey, College of Humanities, Fine and Performing  
Arts, writes to say, �Thank you to everyone for the calls, cards and 
e-mails I received during my stepfather Dale Oman�s sudden 
illness and passing. Your thoughts and prayers meant so much  
to me and my family.  Thank you again.�

John (administrative information systems and technologies) 
and Sharyn (student development) McGallis, write to thank the 
University community for all the thoughts, prayers, cards and 
words of encouragement received during the dif�cult time of 
John�s stepfather�s, Merle K. Craig, passing. �We are so fortunate to 
be a part of such a caring and thoughtful community.�

A reminder from the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 
that a new state law now requires motorists to turn on their 
headlights whenever their windshield wipers are in use  � 
continuously or intermittently due to weather, including fog or 
mist. PennDOT reports drivers who do not comply could face a 
$25 �ne � but with fees and other associated costs, the penalty 
will approach $100.

The Kaleidoscope Arts Festival committee is seeking old sports 
trophies to be used as part of the children�s day activities at the 
spring arts festival. Any size trophies are appreciated. They may 
dropped off in the Dean�s Of�ce of the College of Humanities,  
Fine and Performing Arts, 104 Strain Behavioral Science Building, 
in care of Julia Shock.

The University�s Inclement Weather Policy is available on the 
Web at: www.sru.edu/pages/1593.asp. In the event of a weather 
emergency, or other major change in the University�s schedule, 
appropriate radio and television media will be advised. Changes 
will also be posted on the SRU homepage, mass e-mails will be 
distributed as well as phone messages as appropriate. Please 
check the SRU Web site for class cancellations or other  
schedule variances. 

Faculty and staff are reminded that all paid advertising using 
University funding sources requires approval of the University 
Public Relations Of�ce, 201 Old Main. In order to assure 
appropriate branding as well as advertisement pricing and 
continuity, those planning to place paid advertisements are urged 
to contact the of�ce well in advance of printing deadlines. The 
University�s Publication Guidelines, including proper use of the 
SRU logo and wordmark are available at: http://administration.
sru.edu/publicrelations/upr/pubguides040103.pdf. Speci�c 
design questions may be addressed to Sandra Busch, publications 
manager, Ext. 4827.

Dr. Heather Frederick, assistant professor of political science and 
adviser to the campus chapter of Amnesty International, reports 
the organization will host an awareness week Feb. 26-March 3 
offering lectures and movies. The week culminates in a summit 
concerning Darfur and the genocide under way. Faculty and staff 
interested in serving on an informal panel for the discussion of 
this topic are asked to contact Frederick. 

Tickets to the Feb. 7 Pittsburgh Symphony Pops presentation, 
the March 30 Duquesne University Tamburitzans show and the 
May 20 �Seussical� musical are still available, but going fast. Those 
planning to attend are urged to call Ext. 2091 to reserve seats. 
(Other details are available on the SRU homepage.)

SRU’s Annual Research and Scholarship Symposium will be 
held March 29-30 in the University Union. Abstract submissions 
are being accepted through Feb. 5 at: http://Excalibur.sru.edu/
SRUResSymp2007/SRUResSymposium.html.

SRU invites community
to discuss elementary arts 
education programs in schools
 SRU is inviting the regional community to a discussion of 
the importance of incorporating the arts into the elementary 
school curriculum as part of its pre-performance activities with 
the Pittsburgh Symphony Pops concert set for Feb. 7.
 �e panel discussion will be at 6:30 p.m. in the Russell 
Wright Alumni House followed by the 8 p.m. Miller 
Auditorium concert. �e discussion is free; tickets are required 
for the concert and are available by calling Ext. 2091. 
 Panelists from SRU will include �om Cobb, associate 
professor of dance, and Stacey Steele, assistant professor of 
music. Joining from the symphony will be Daniel Meyer, 
resident conductor and music director of the Pittsburgh Youth 
Symphony Orchestra, and Je�rey Turner, principal bass player 
with the orchestra. Jay Hertzog, dean of SRU�s College of 
Education, will serve as moderator.
  �e project is partially supported by a grant from the 
Pennsylvania Performing Arts on Tour, a program developed 
and funded by the Heinz Endowments; the William Penn 
Foundation; the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts; and �e  
Pew Charitable Trusts; and administered by Mid Atlantic  
Arts Foundation. 

Senior center Glenn Reepmeyer was named Monday as the 
Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference-Western Division co-Player 
of the Week. Reepmeyer scored a season-high 29 points in SRU�s 
loss Wednesday night at Edinboro. The Rock men have a 4-13 
overall record and a 1-1 mark in PSAC-West action. The women�s 
basketball team defeated Edinboro Wednesday to improve its 
record to 7-9 overall, 1-1 in PSAC-West games. The women�s and 
men�s basketball teams are idle until Jan. 24, when they will host 
IUP in a 6 p.m. doubleheader in Morrow Field House...Former Rock 
football student-athlete Andy Major is now SRU�s assistant to the 
athletic director in charge of fundraising and sponsorships. Major 
directed ticket sales operations at Dolphin Stadium in Miami 
prior to joining The Rock staff...Meagan Cook, a former standout 
student-athlete at Division II Wisconsin-Whitewater, has been 
hired as assistant women�s track and �eld coach at SRU...Former 
California (Pa.) all-region pitcher Becky Mezyk is the new Rock 
assistant softball coach...For the latest news and results, call The 
Rock Sports Hotline at Ext. 2962 or go to www.rockathletics.com.




